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The project is located between mileposts 123 and 127, approximately 30 miles east of Montrose, Colorado, and 

about 33 miles from Gunnison, Colorado. The route provides access to various federal lands, including The Black 

Canyon of the Gunnison National Park, Curecanti National Recreational Area, BLM land, and USFS land.

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) will begin a 4-mile
improvement project on US Highway 50 this Spring. Roadway work to prepare for detours will begin on CO 92 the week of
March 15th. 
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PURPOSE

The purpose of the project is to increase safety, maintain economic development, reduce 

maintenance and operating costs, and enhance recreational travel and driver experience while 

preserving the exiting transportation systems.  

Project Safety Improvements 

• Improve sight-distance and visibility

• Construct rockfall catchment

• Widen shoulder, curves and roadway

• Install guardrail



Purpose & Need for the Project

7

• US 50 is currently, and has been, the highest priority for the Gunnison Valley 
Transportation Planning Region (GVTPR) for the past 15 years.

• This is the final phase of the US 50 corridor improvements to bring the roadway 
to current geometric alignment and design standards along with adding a 
passing lane.

• Corridor serves as a major detour route during I-70 closures.
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Feedback helped shaped new solutions 

Investigated all options in response to feedback 

▪ CDOT requested FHWA investigate the alternative of increasing the roadway openings from 5 hours per day to 8 hours. 

▪ No one wants to unnecessarily hurt businesses when it can be avoided. This is a difficult project to execute and it is impossible to 

protect the traveling public and our workers during blasting without full closures of the highway for some duration. By offering

longer daily openings, it extends the overall length of the project schedule and the closures. This also has impacts on residents, the 

traveling public and businesses.  

Feedback helped shape solution 

CFL has benefited greatly from the dialogue with local residents, business owners and local elected leaders that has occurred in the 

past two months. 

The input we’ve received has helped us develop some mitigation measures. 

▪ Prioritize assistance for livestock and agricultural freight haulers

▪ Improve communication services in the canyon

▪ Maximize the detour on Highway 92 as well as adding some additional safety features 

▪ Improve communication opportunities throughout the duration of the project

▪ Monthly virtual meetings during the construction season to hear concerns and provide project updates

▪ Provide safe, sanitary pull-offs for trucks
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Project Information Tools

Webpage: www.us50info.com

Email: us50LittleBlue@gmail.com

Public Information Phone:

970-340-4333 

Text alerts: text us50 to 21000

14



Questions and Answers


